Abstract. Certain useful quadratic identities in the cohomology of classifying spaces induce quadratic equations in the cohomology of a manifold M under the classifying map for the normal bundle of M. In low dimensional flag manifolds, one can show that the quadratic equation has no root, thus establishing a nonimmersion.
An interesting aspect of the above results is that the questions of immersion and nonimmersion are now completely solved for the flag manifold F(2,2,2).
The method of this paper was used by Connell [2] to obtain nonimmersions of F(2,2), F(2,3), F(l,2,2) and F(2,2,2). This paper gives an improvement on the result of Connell [2] in the case of the flag manifold F(2,2,2).
It seems that the following conjecture is reasonable. 
